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1. Introduction to the Mile-High Skyscraper

On 16 October 1956, architect Frank Lloyd Wright, then 89 years old,
unveiled his design for the tallest skyscraper in the world, a

remarkable mile-hightripods pi re named AThe 111l inois
site in Chicago.
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Frank Lloyd Wright.
Source: Al Ravenna via Wikipedia

Also known as the lllinois Mile-High Tower, Wr i ght 6 s skyscrape
would stand 528 floors and 5,280 feet (1,609 meters) tall plus

antenna; more than four times the height of the Empire State Building

in New York City, then the tallest skyscraper in the world at 102 floors

and 1,250 feet (380 meters) tall plus antenna. At the unveiling of The

lllinois at the Sherman House Hotel in Chicago, Wright presented an

illustration measuring more than 25 feet (7.6 meters) tall, with the

skyscraper drawn at the scale of 1/16 inch to the foot.
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Frank Lloyd Wright presents The lllinois at the Sherman House Hotel
in Chicago on 26 October 1956. Source: IBM.com/blog



Basic parameters for The lllinois are listed below:

1 Floors, above grade level: 528

1 Height:

o Architectural: 5,280 ft. (1,609.4 m)
o To tip of antenna: 5,706 ft. (1,739.2 m)

9 Number of elevators: 76, divided into five groups, each
serving a 100-floor segment of the
building, with a single elevator
serving only the top floors

1 Gross floor area (GFA): 18,460,106 ft? (1,715,000 m?)

9 Number of occupants: 100,000

1 Number of parking spaces: 15,000

9 Structural material:

o Core: Lightweight reinforced concrete
and steel

o Cantilevered floors:  Lightweight reinforced concrete
and steel

o Tensioned tripod: Steel

The lllinois was intended as a mixed-use structure designed to
spread urbanization upwards rather than outwards. The lllinois
offered nearly three times the gross floor area (GFA) of the Pentagon,
and more than seven times the GFA of the Empire State Building for
use as office, hotel, residential and parking space. Wright said the
building could consolidate all government offices then scattered
around Chicago.

The single super-tall skyscraper was intended to free up the ground

plane by eliminating the need for other large skyscrapers in its

vicinity. Thi s wa sdistibuted urbsartpaming wi t h Wi
concept known as Broadacre City, which he introduced in the mid-

1930s and continued to advocate until his death in 1959.
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Sketch for Frank Lloyd Wright
The lllino
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Frank Lloyd Wright illustration and data sheet for The lllinois. Source:
https://www.artbook.com/blog-frank-lloyd-wright-skyscraper.html
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Frank Lloyd Wright illustrations of The lllinois.
L to R: Cross-section; Back exterior view; Front exterior view;
Side exterior view. Source: Wright Mile Gallery, MCM Daily



Close -up view of the flve story base of The lllinois.
Source: Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation

lllustration of the footprint of The lllinois base and tower.
Source: Source: Wright Mile Gallery, MCM Daily



