"Flying saucers" will not be built
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Following is a machine translation in English.
On Wednesday, at a meeting of the regional government, it was decided to cancel the regional target program "Creation of aerostatic thermally ballasted aircraft (ATLA)"
The document, adopted two years ago, envisaged the construction of airships in Ulyanovsk with a carrying capacity of 600 to 1,500 tons, intended for the delivery, including oversized cargo, to hard-to-reach places. The cost of the program is 2.7 billion rubles, of which 300 million were supposed to be allocated from the regional budget. However, Ulyanovsk citizens are not destined to become "the main event". After a heated discussion of this project in the media, backed up by expert opinions, the local authorities abandoned this idea. Not a penny has been allocated for it from the budget for two years.
The decision to implement the program was made in July 2010. They wanted to bring it to life in the format of a public-private partnership. The investor who proposed this project to the governor of the region, Sergei Morozov, is OKB "Lokoskai". The Ulyanovsk authorities signed a cooperation agreement with this company at MAKS-2009 (the major Russian air show). The high-profile project was presented to Russian President Dmitry Medvedev, who held a meeting of the State Council in Ulyanovsk.
The Lokomoskai management argued that the effect of the construction of ATLA would be enormous: 800 new jobs were to appear in the region; additional income to the budget from the profit tax from the sale and operation of only one airship with a carrying capacity of 600 tons would amount to 120 million rubles a year. It was supposed to engage local enterprises with the production of parts, assemblies and equipment for airships, in particular, the Aviastar-SP aircraft plant. Local officials even started joking that "soon we will be flying to the region in airships", which looked like flying saucers.
ATLA was supposed to revolutionize aeronautics. The devices were intended for: 
· the transportation of products of enterprises of the mining, forestry, gas-chemical and oil industries in areas that do not have a developed transport infrastructure; 
· assistance to the Emergencies Ministry in eliminating the consequences of natural disasters, 
· monitoring and control from the air for various objects. 
Siberia and other remote regions would finally become accessible: airships do not need a runway ... However, the project "stumbled" over one obstacle. According to experts, there are no airships capable of carrying heavy loads in the world yet.
The project has no technical background. Although there were many attempts to create such airships. Let me explain: an air vehicle, delivering a cargo, let's say, weighing 600 tons, unloads it. And at the same moment it becomes 600 tons lighter. Lokoskai proposes to solve this problem as follows - to release hot air. But to lift such a load requires a volume of several million cubic meters. The area of ​​the airship will be enormous. As of today, there are no materials from which such a structure could be made, - Gennady Verba, Chairman of the Board of Directors of NPO RosAeroSystems, commented to an RG correspondent two years ago.

In Ulyanovsk, they have already tried to implement such a plan. The production and flight test base of the Thermoplane airship was formed at Aviastar. In the early 90s, a working model of an air unit with a diameter of 40 meters was built here and was prepared for flight tests. It was called ALA-40. However, the Thermoplane never took off.
By the way, back in 2010, the Commissioner for Corruption of the Ulyanovsk Region, Alexander Pavlov, analyzed the regional target program for the construction of ATLA and concluded that it contains corruption-generating factors. According to the commissioner, the program contains a number of measures, the cost of which is not justified or confirmed by anything: "There are no calculations that make it possible to draw a conclusion about the need to allocate budget funds for: 
· analysis of the current regulatory documents on air traffic management in the Russian Federation for their applicability to ATLA; 
· preparation of legislative initiatives for their submission to the State Duma; 
· development and production of a model of the ATLA technology demonstrator, and so on. 
"So, by canceling the program, the Ulyanovsk authorities, to some extent," saved their face. "Many residents of the region had an extremely negative attitude to the high-profile project - the Ulyanovsk people believed that budget money literally, dissolve into thin air.
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